Chichester Historical Society

Secretary’s Report

10/8/13

Present: 

Bernie Reinhardt, President
Ruth Hammen


Dick Pratt, Vice President
Pat Milligan

Fred Shaw, Secretary 


Elizabeth Collins, Treasurer 
Barbara Frangione, Curator

Lucille Noel
Frank Hatch

Gail Towle
Paul Sanborn


Frank Curotolo

Guest: Harold Losey, member of the Chichester School Board, came to the meeting seeking information about J Miron Leavitt specifically about the trusts he set up for the school and Leavitt Cemetery. Mr. Losey had done some research and told the Society that he had been born in Chichester on July 19, 1859; worked as a travel agent for the prestigious firm of Raymond & Whitcomb in New York City and died on Oct 6, 1936 at the Prince George Hotel in New York City. He had originally left $76,000 in his will to the Town of Chichester for use in the schools. This fund produced $2500 which was approximately a third of the whole school budget. Today the fund has swollen to $610,000 and produces about $25,000 for school use. These funds are currently used to defray normal operating costs of the school not for specific use or improvement. Mr. Losey feels the intent of the will was not for this purpose and is making plans to review this with the other school board members.

Communion Set Appraisal: The Methodist communion set was appraised and found to have a value of $150 but might bring up to $500 on an E-bay auction. The set was produced by the Mayer Company and is in a wooden box made by Frank Hatch. The Society is very interested in this item and instructed Barbara Frangione to express this to the governing board.

Linoleum: Several vintage pieces of linoleum lie in Lucille Randall’s home and date back to the 50’s and 40’s. She has donated any and all to the Society. Paul and Lucille will make arrangements to pick them up next Thursday.

Programs 2014: see attached

Slate of Officers: The slate will stay the same as this year. Ruth’s term on the executive board is up and she will gladly serve again.

Donation: Paul donated 2 ribbons, an essay book, and 2 group pictures from is father’s estate.

Donation: Pat Milligan donated 4 dishes and 4 butter plates made of melmac (Boonton)

