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Grand Drape: Pam Smith, artisan, has completed a replica of the Grand Drape at the Grange Hall and its dedication was held on Jan 28, 2007.  Prior to the meeting, Frank C played old tunes on the upright piano. The short program was well attended by patrons of the curtain and other townspeople. Attesting the reproductive accuracy of the new curtain, at least one person attending thought the curtain being displayed was the original not the reproduction. The old curtain has been wrapped in acid free cotton and stored under the stage.

Quilt: Early in the year the society had discussion about maintaining and preserving the quilt that had been hanging exposed in the museum. For a while it had been displayed at the library but had been unceremoniously removed and hung at the museum. It was felt that a better place would be back at the library where many townspeople visit. The trustees of the library were contacted about their interest in hosting the quilt again. They agreed as long as the historical society erected a suitable display frame. Lucille contacted Wesley Baylor of the NH Historical Society about an appropriate frame and was told that it should be installed in a box frame backed by muslin and batting so as not to touch any wood and faced with treated Plexiglas to prevent ultraviolet damage and to keep dust out. The box should not be airtight. Bernie then proceeded to procure materials and construct a frame. The installation was completed on May 29, 2007.

Thunder Bridge: The society felt it was time to use Capital Reserve Funds to paint the bridge. While structurally sound, it looked like it needed a good coat of paint. Bernie solicited bids and Four Sons Painting was selected for the job. The job entailed the use of special paint and was labor intensive due to the many small surface areas. Work was completed this fall with pleasing results. Bernie R has done a commendable job of over seeing the project – his volunteer time is appreciated.

Quilt Calendar: As a means of further educating Chichester residents about its past, the society commissioned a 2008 calendar depicting 12 of the quilt squares and made them available for sale to the public. 

Scavenger Hunt: Once again the society hosted grade 3 students at the museum for a “scavenger” hunt. This has been a fun way to introduce young folks to the museum and Chichester’s history.

Programs for 2007: The society has hosted several interesting programs. In January we heard about Chichester’s fire department both past and present. In March we heard from people who went to local one-room schools. Our July meeting found us visiting Sanborn Mills in Loudon and given a very interesting tour and sawmill demonstration. Once again we had Harvest Celebration with activities for young people including pumpkin painting sampling of colonial games.

Acquisition: An inventory of all acquisitions is nearly complete and computerized for easier searching.

Annual Meeting
The meeting was called to order by Richard Pratt at 7:00 PM with a salute to the flag. Annual reports were read by Fred Shaw (secretary), Elizabeth Collins (treasurer) and Barb Frangione (curator). 

The nomination committee offered its 2008 slate of officers:


Dick Pratt – President


Bernie Reinhardt –Vice President


Fred Shaw – Secretary


Elizabeth Collins – treasurer


Fred Shaw – auditor

One ballot was cast by the secretary and the vote was unanimous in favor of the nominees.

Following the formal meeting, Fred Shaw showed pictures of unique places around town that, while quite visible, often go unnoticed. Attendees had fun trying to guess where thes houses, signs and natural features were in town.

Refreshments were served and the meeting ended at 8:30 PM.

