Chichester Historical Society

Secretary’s Report

8/21/07

Present: 

Dick Pratt, President 
Ruth Hammen

Bernie Reinhardt, Vice President 
Walter Sanborn

Fred Shaw, Secretary 
Dick Millette

Elizabeth Collins, Treasurer 
Barbara Frangione, Curator

Lucille Noel
Frank Hatch

Calendars: 12 were sold at Old Home Day and some have been placed with Evelyn Pike, Town Clerk, for sale. Dick P will make a sign and bring some to the Chichester Town Library for sale where the quilt is hanging.

Old Home Day (review of activities): The skirting did not stay fastened to the sides of the trailer. Possibly, permanent skirting should be fabricated for future use. The O’Rourke (Clarence Shaw Homestead) entry won the float contest. Elizabeth reported sales: 2 afghans, 12 calendars, 2 bean pots, 3 histories, 3 garden books, 5 old town reports, 6 Walt Sanborn publications, and 6 quilt postcards.

Thunder Bridge: Moneys have been approved by the selectmen to repair and restore the railings at the bridge. Bernie will proceed with purchasing materials. On an associated note, Bernie has been told by 4-Sons Painting that work on painting the bridge will begin Wednesday next.

Accession: Walter brought in a medical text, 1875 New Family Physician, given to him by Elnora Warren. The society agreed to receive the book due to its connection to the Warren family. Walt will be talking with Elnora again about buying other historical artifacts, which include blacksmith tools and meat cutting equipment.

Mystery Photos: Society members are encouraged to either take pictures or note locations of unusual places, signs, or things that are in plain view but seldom noticed for the November program. Some suggestions: watering trough at the library, the “rock” painting, sign on Thunder Bridge, the Meeting House Road sign, Barb F’s cupola, the wall on Pleasant St.

Stone Walls: Ruth H noted that there have been several articles published lately about people removing stones from antique stonewalls. New England is unusual to the United States for having thousands of miles of stonewalls, some of which delineated borders.  Her question posed is whether the Chichester Historical Society has any responsibility to monitor and/or take action to protect these walls in Chichester. A first step is to look at NH law.

